Treating the fluent aphasias.
The origin of the term fluent aphasia is reviewed as well as the characteristics and syndromes of patients presenting with this type of aphasia. Three strategies are presented for describing the impairments and disabilities associated with fluent aphasia: (a) syndrome-based, (b) model-driven, and (c) functionally oriented. Treatment approaches that conform to each of these strategies are discussed. Current methods for assessing the effectiveness of treatment efforts with fluent aphasic patients are described. Some recent findings regarding the causes and characteristics of fluent aphasia are presented with regard to their potential impact on future interventions for these patients.